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each writing four times. If this treatment gives to the volume here and 
there a certain quality of fragmentariness, it also has the practical value 
of enabling the reader to get at the moral teaching of any particular writing, 
as far as that comes under any of the four chosen heads, with ease. 

The author appreciates the importance of tracing the relation between 
the ethics of the apocryphal literature and the ethics of the Old Testament, 
and also the importance of noting how Jewish thought was influenced by 
Greek philosophy. Along both these lines his book contains evidence of 
thoughtful reading. 

The value of the volume is somewhat impaired by what seems to us a 
wrong date for the Testaments of the Twelve Patriarchs, ethically one of the 
most important writings of the group which the volume discusses. Follow- 
ing Charles, and not informing the reader that there is any other critical 
view worthy of consideration, the author ascribes the Testaments to the last 
years of John Hyrcanus (109-106 B.C.). Naturally, then, he is impressed by 
the resemblances between this writing and the words of Jesus. The 
injunction to brotherly love and forgiveness, the coupling together of the 
command to love God with the command to love the fellow-man, the idea 
of laying up treasure in heaven, and the striking passage from the testament 
of Joseph: 

I was beset with hunger, and the Lord himself nourished me; 

I was alone, and God comforted me; 

I was sick, and the Lord visited me; 

I was in prison, and my God showed favor unto me — 

these and other passages are said to show "a depth of moral inwardness 

closely akin to the spirit of the New Testament." But if this book was 

written, or interpolated and edited, in the latter part of the first Christian 

century (so Schiirer, and, apparently, Fairweather), then the significance 

of this ethical strain is quite different. It would seem that in a case like 

this the author might well have informed his readers that the critical view 

which he followed is by no means certainly established. 

George Hoixey Gilbert 
Northampton, Mass. 



A NEW EDITION OF GESENIUS' DICTIONARY 
The fifteenth edition 1 of Gesenius' Hebrew and Aramaic Dictionary 

comes just five years after the preceding one. In bulk it presents an increase 
1 Wilhelm Gesenius' HebrSisches und Aramaisches Handworterbuch ilber das 

Alte Testament, in Verbindung mit Prof. Dr. H. Zimmern, Prof. Dr. W. Max Miiller u. 

Dr. O. Weber bearbeitet von Dr. Frants Buhl. Fiinfzehnte Auflage. Leipzig: F. C. 

W. Vogel, 1910. xvii + 1006 pages. M. 18. 
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of seventy-five pages, which restores it almost to the dimensions of the 
thirteenth edition. This new revision follows the lines laid down in the 
fourteenth and is an advance upon that only to the extent that it incorpo- 
rates the gleanings from the discoveries and philological discussions of the 
last five years. The main sources of the new materials are the Aramaic 
papyri found at Elephantine, Brockelmann's Vergleichende Grammatik 
der Semitischen Sprache, Musil's Arabia Petraea, and Smend's edition of 
the Hebrew text of Sirach. Many new names appear also in the list of 
references. Is the fact that so few authorities other than German appear 
in the list wholly explicable upon the basis of German superiority in the 
realm of scholarly research, or is it due in part to a certain provincialism 
in German scholarship? A careful study of the pages of this lexicon 
would convince the skeptic that great progress in being made in the work 
of Hebrew lexicography and that this is largely due to the illumination 
that comes from the study of the related dialects. It is certainly true of 
the Hebraist that he who knows only Hebrew does not know Hebrew as he 
ought. Two new names appear upon the title-page of this edition, viz., 
W. Max Muller, who has revised the citations from Egyptian, and O. 
Weber, who has drawn upon the dialects of South Arabia for their con- 
tribution. Professor Buhl is to be heartily congratulated upon his success 
in keeping this standard work fully abreast of the progress of modern 
philology. Within the limits of space and price set by the character of 
such a book, it is hard to see how anything on the whole more complete 
and satisfactory than this work could be achieved. The explanation of 
proper names is a desideratum that might be supplied with relatively 
slight increase of space. 

Attention may be directed to the following matters in the line of addenda 
et corrigenda. P. 12, under VD*n&, Assyr. dariku, "a piece of money" 
(Strassm. Nabonidus, 1013, 26) should be cited. — P. 247a, 1. 4, 1. Mi. 7 : 18. — 
P. 786, "pflK is better derived from "iStl, "he was like, or equal," as was 
pointed out by B. Halper in AJSL, XXIV, 366-69. — P. 2586, s.v. Sin , 
Chr. Johnston (JAOS, XXIX, 226) suggests a connection with Assyr. 
fyarapu, "to abound." — P. 2876, 1. 18, the pronunciation "Jehovah" was 
current as early as the fourteenth century a.d., as has been shown by 
G. F. Moore in his instructive article on the subject in Old Testament and 
Semitic Studies in Memory of William Rainey Harper (1908), which might 
have been cited here and in many other connections throughout this dic- 
tionary. — P. 5656, s.v. oVl? 2) a) may be listed I Mace. 14:41, "Simon 
should be their leader and High Priest forever, until there should arise 
a faithful prophet," which furnishes an instructive example of the limita- 
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tion of the period designated by Dbl? . — P. 648a, s.v. y2S , add Pilp. Impf . 

IJfcSQtEH, Job 16:12." — P. 7126, s.v. "pp, cf. Assyr. qananu, "coil, 

curl up," as suggested by Chr. Johnston, op. cit., pp. 224 f. — P. 770&, s.v. 

dm, cf. Assyr. ratamu, "wrap, bind," as cited by Muss-Arnolt's Concise 

Dictionary. — P. 796a, 1. 14, 1. Ez. 16:53. — P. 8766, s.v. II SlSfl, 1. "Pi. 

impf. !QfV , m. d. ace. besingen Ri. 5:11; Pi. inf. fiiStO Ri. 11:40, 

u.s.w."— P. 8856, s.v. JTlX , 1. Mi. 2:12. 

John Merlin Powis Smith 
The University of Chicago 



THE TEACHING OF JESUS 

Feine 1 regards New Testament theology as a historical rather than a 
dogmatic discipline. Its chief task is to expound the religious thoughts 
and presuppositions of Jesus and of the New Testament writers. But it is 
not merely a historical inquiry; it has important bearings on the religion of 
modern times. Since the Bible has been and remains the principal source 
of religious inspiration, the content of early Christianity is in the opinion 
of Feine especially significant for the present. Consequently he briefly 
indicates in different parts of his work the significance of the early Christian 
thought, and more especially that of Jesus, for modern religion. While 
the reader may not always agree with these suggestions — and he is not likely 
to do so unless he thinks in terms of the Hegelian absolute — he will be glad 
to have a New Testament theology which in the main makes the religious 
life of historical individuals its starting-point. 

The New Testament books are viewed critically. Not all the letters 
ascribed to Paul are considered equally valuable as sources for the apostle's 
thought, and the synoptic gospels are assumed to be the chief source of histor- 
ical information about Jesus. Even here theological interests were early at 
work,soone must recognize a theology of "Mark," of "Matthew," of "Luke." 
The two-source theory of synoptic tradition is followed, and even Mark is 
thought to be composite. Feme's discussion of the sources is extremely 
brief, and so far as the problem of determining Jesus' thought is concerned, 
altogether inadequate. Passages from the synoptics are cited seemingly 
without reference to a critical judgment regarding their place in the gospel 
tradition. The scientific value of this part of the work suffers considerably 
by this defect in the method. The author is at his best in his study of 
Paul to which he gives almost one half his entire space. 

Only a few of the conclusions on some of the more important points 

* Theologie des Neuen Testaments. Von P. Feine. Leipzig: Hinrichs, 19 10. 
xii + 714 pages. M. 12.50. 



